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How Can I Maximize My CFC Contributions?

With approximately 55,000 federal workers in the Intermountain region, participating in the Intermountain Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) can be a great way to raise funds for your organization. (Please remember, CFC is the only authorized solicitation of federal employees in the workplace.)
Applying for the CFC is not like applying for a grant. When you receive CFC contributions, you are not receiving government funding—you are receiving individual contributions from individual federal employees who choose which charitable organizations they wish to support. They also choose how they wish to give (either via payroll deduction or cash/check) and exactly how much to give. 

While you may not enter a federal workplace (unless invited as part of a CFC event) to directly solicit contributions, there are approved ways in which you may promote your cause to federal employees. Here are some suggestions:

· Participate in one of the Intermountain CFC Kickoff Events. In previous years, Intermountain CFC has held one large kickoff event in Salt Lake City and invited all local federal employees and CFC Charities to attend. This has been a great way for federal employees to find out more about your organization. In 2012, we intend to hold kickoff events in each of the major regions of our campaign: 

· Utah: Ogden, Salt Lake City
· Colorado: Grand Junction

· Idaho: Idaho Falls, Boise
· Wyoming: Casper

· Register as a CFC Speaker (See “Become a CFC Speaker” on the Website). Most federal agencies hold their own internal CFC Kickoff, and many invite speakers from local charities to attend. By providing the name, contact information and availability of a speaker at your organization, you increase your chances of being invited.
· Use your own Website and promotional materials to attract CFC donors. While you may not distribute literature about your organization in a federal workplace (unless invited to a kickoff event), you may include the CFC logo and your 5-digit CFC number (which never changes) in your materials. This way, when a federal employee comes across your pamphlet or Website, they will notice the logo and realize they can support your organization through the Combined Federal Campaign.
· Hang a CFC “Approved Charity” sign in your lobby or other high-traffic area.  Intermountain CFC produced and distributed a number of these signs in 2011 to charities who requested one. The signs have the CFC logo and the words “Approved Charity” in large print. We are happy to provide you with one of these signs free of charge (while supplies last). Or feel free to create one yourself. 
· Send a “thank-you” note to federal employees who release their name/contact info on the pledge form. We will send you a list of these employees by April of each year.
· Submit success stories and examples of what you can do with specific contribution amounts for inclusion on our Website. CFC regulations prohibit us from naming specific charities on the site, but donors often recognize your cause when they read more about the good you do in the community.
